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 I s it Summer, yet?  Yes it is and we are 

all busier than ever with vacations, 

visitors, summertime home projects and the like.  Wait!  I thought 

summertime was a time to kick back and rest!  We all know that is 

just not going to happen in our lifetimes! The truth is we donôt want 

to miss anything. 

 Well, Bar-W, this is especially true for us as patriotic 

Americans.  We cannot afford to turn our attention away from the 

activity in Washington D.C.  Even though Congress has some days 

off, much of the summer they are in session.  So be vigilant and 

please remember to remain informed.  A great resource is the 

Heritage Foundation which you can access at www.askheritage.org. 

This website provides up to date information on the topics in the 

news and on important national and international issues.  In 

addition we can access information through our own state and 

national congressional membersô websites along with many other 

popular sites.  The challenge is to stay current with Current Events. 

 Recently, during a conversation I had with a young college 

student, he told me he has never voted and does not intend to vote.  

When he told me his vote doesnôt count, anyway, I could hardly 

believe my ears!  We had a visit, that young man and I.  He simply 

did not see the importance nor the significance of his own personal 

vote!  This is one reason why I think itôs vitally important for us at 

Bar-W to make sure each 5th grade student in Comal County gets 

his/her own pocket Constitution this coming fall.  The young man I 

spoke with did not have a good basic knowledge of our 

Constitution.  And I think his lack of knowledge is sadly not 

uncommon among many of our young voting-age Americans.  This 

provides us with an excellent opportunity to make a difference ï for 

years to come.  We know the result of a well-rounded education 

means we have more well-informed, civic-minded young adults 

living among us.  We need to ensure our young adults will actively 

participate in their own futures by investing in our nationôs future 

right now! 

 The upcoming mid-term elections are vitally important to our 

state and to our nation.  Voter turn-out is typically low during these 

election cycles. But this is an opportune time to talk with young 

adults and encourage them to participate in this American privilege.  

We can also reach out to younger students by contributing to the 

Constitution Project.  We welcome your assistance with these 

worthwhile projects. This is surely something none of us wants to 

miss out on! 

  God Bless our Troops, God Bless Texas, God Bless America 

and God Bless You, 

Geri  
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Geri Becker 
I LLEGAL  I MMIGRATION  
HOT  TOPIC  FOR TEXAS 

By: Fran Carlson, 1st VP-Programs 

 R ecent passage of 

Arizonaôs SB 

1070 has most definitively 

caused Texans and citizens 

across America to assess 

the situation of illegal 

immigration and what 

future actions should be 

taken to address the 

problem.  On Wednesday, 

June 16th (*note change 

for June meeting only), 

San Antonio native Lyle 

Larson will address this topic that is relevant to every 

Texan. 

 Lyle Larson, candidate for Texas State 

Representative in District 122 and a proven fiscal 

conservative, states ñTexans have no idea exactly how 

much is spent to provide State services to 

undocumented immigrants.  How many legitimate 

American citizens/Texas taxpayersðwhom State-

funded agencies were set up to serveðare forced to do 

without because undocumented immigrants are unfairly 

burdening our system?ò 

 Larson  was a recent guest on the Joe Pags radio 

program on WOAI in San Antonio.  In his interview, 

Larson clearly defines the illegal immigration problem 

and offers valid approaches to the solution of this issue.  

He states, ñWe have failed to enforce our  existing 

immigration laws, while Mexico continues to 

encourage and promote the illegal entry of its citizens 

across our border.ò  He continues, ñIllegal immigration 

isnôt simply a threat to our sovereignty.   This problem 

has huge financial implications that affect every Texas 

taxpayer.  Now is the time for us to take action.ò 
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Attend a Bar-W 

meeting and meet 

your elected officials. 

Doug Miller, 

State Representative 

District 73, visits 

with Texas Railroad 

Commissioner 

Elizabeth Ames 

Jones. 
- - - - - 
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 T he United States flag is among 

the nationôs most widely recognized and 

used symbols. Within the U.S. it is 

frequently displayed, not only on public 

buildings, but on 

private residences, as 

well as symbolically in 

forms such as decals 

for car windows, and 

clothing ornaments 

such as badges and 

lapel pins. Throughout 

the world it is used in 

public discourse to 

refer to the U.S., both 

as a nation state, government, and set of 

policies, but also as an ideology and set 

of ideals. 

 Many understand the flag to 

represent the freedoms and rights 

guaranteed in the U.S. Constitution and 

its Bill of Rights and perhaps most of all 

to be a symbol of individual and 

personal liberty as set forth in the 

Declaration of Independence. 

Through the Pledge of Allegiance 

and other political uses the flag 

has also come to be associated 

with U.S. nationalism, patriotism, 

and even militarism. The flag is a 

complex and contentious symbol, 

around which emotions run high. 

 In terms of the symbolism of 

the design itself, a book about the 

flag published by the Congress in 

1977 states: ñThe star is a symbol of the 

heavens and the divine goal to which 

man has aspired from time immemorial; 

the stripe is symbolic of the rays of light 

emanating from the sun.ò George 

Washington i s 

credited for saying: 

ñWe take the stars 

from Heaven, the 

red from our mother 

country, separating 

it by white stripes, 

thus showing that 

we have separated 

from her, and the 

white stripes shall 

go down to posterity representing 

Liberty.ò 

 Many people also take the red and 

white to stand for the blood of those 

who gave their lives for freedom, and 

the presumed purity of the freedom 

ideal, respectively. 

 

It was Like a  

Stab to the Heart to  

Learn this was an Urban Legend 
 

 It is a common urban legend that the 

Texas flag is the only state flag that is 

allowed to fly at the same height as the 

U.S. Flag. Allegedly, Texas has this 

r ight  inherently (as a former 

independent nation) or because it 

negotiated special provisions when it 

joined the Union (this version has been 

stated as fact on a PBS website).  

 However, the legend is false. 

Neither the  Joint Resolution for 

Annexing Texas to the United States nor 

the Ordinance of Annexation contain 

any provisions regarding flags.  

 According to the United States Flag 

Code, any state flag can be flown at the 

same height as the U.S. flag; the U.S. 

flag should be on its right (the viewer's 

left), however. Consistent with the U.S. 

Flag Code, the Texas Flag Code 

specifies that the state flag should either 

be flown below the U.S. flag if on the 

same pole or at the same height as the 

U.S. flag if on separate poles. 

Long May It Wave!  

   George Washington, 

according to legend, 

first sketched the stars 

and stripes design and 

on whose family arms 

the design may be 

based. 
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 T he task seemed impossible as 

bags and bags and more bags 

of clipped and unclipped coupons 

became visible around the tables at 

Joan Stachiwôs home on Thursday 

evening, May 20th. Thanks to 

wonderful Bar-W members and their 

friends, coupons had been arriving in 

mass quantity. 

 The mission of the evening was 

to organize, tabulate and prepare for 

shipping these thousands and 

thousands of coupons.  Joan and 

others provided a wonderful 

selection of food and beverages to 

ñkickò the group ñinto gear.ò  The 

group of dedicated ñcoupon queensò 

this evening included Fredna Barg, 

Geri Crockett, Rochelle Strauss, 

Gloria Lamoureux, Valarie Gatti, 

Joan Stachiw, Geri Becker and 

Fran Carlson.   

 The hours dragged onðway later 

than we anticipated but the task was 

completed.  We all left fulfilled and 

with great smiles knowing this 

special project to help our military 

families was complete for this 

monthðwith over $17,000 worth of 

coupons on their way overseas! 

 A BIG thanks to all of our 

members for their saving, cutting and 

organizing their coupons which, in 

turn, makes our project a whole lot 

easier.  Keep up the good work 

team!! 
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Birthdays 

 

Toni Hoese...................................................1 

Julie Weber ........................................... 1 

Emma Brann ......................................... 3 

Julie Espinal .......................................... 3 

Bruce Tilley .......................................... 3 

Stephanie Bascon .................................. 7 

Sherman Krause .................................. 12 

Sylvia Beatty ....................................... 14 

Julie Millsap ........................................ 15 

Goldie Lane......................................... 19 

Judy Geissen ....................................... 21 

Dolly Woodward ................................. 25 

Ron Martens ........................................ 25 

Donna Pool ......................................... 25 

Mike Mosley ....................................... 27 

Tamara Eggemeyer ............................. 29 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

 
 

Jeanie & Earle Leonard .................. __-__ 

Scott & Brenda Watson ................... 2-69 

Susan & Nathan Macias ................... 3-84 

Tricia & Jerry Irvin .......................... 5-72 

Peggy & Dick Dickson .................. 11-55 

Anne & Doug Miller ...................... 18-77 

Patti & Chris Burleigh ................... 24-__ 

Barb & Ron Martens ...................... 27-59 

Kathleen & Gary Banse ................. 27-81 

M ISSION  IMPOSSIBLE? 
A Caring for America Project 

By: Fran Carlson, Caring for America Committee Member 

 H ow much money in coupons do 

you think eight Bar-W members 

can tally in one evening?  Remember to 

take into account we shared appetizers 

and socialized, just a bit.  Thanks to 

everyone who has clipped and 

sorted coupons this past month, 

we tallied OVER $17,000 in 

coupon savings for our military 

members!!  What a fantastic 

accompl ishment  fo r  one 

eveningôs work! 

 What a fantastic example of 

teamwork in action!  You know, it just 

takes a few people getting together to 

work together to accomplish a 

goal.  When we all do a little 

something, by working 

together as a team we 

accomplish a great deal.  This is 

true in all we do, whether itôs 

clipping coupons, sorting and 

tallying coupons, raising money 

or distributing dictionaries to 

school children. 

 We will look forward to our next 

gathering soon. Please consider 

participating if you can!  Also, please 

remember our POCKET CHANGE 

COLLECTION STATION is located 

near the Membership Sign in table at 

each meeting.  If you have any spare 

change in your pocket to donate, we 

will use it to help with postage for 

sending our coupons to Germany!  

TEAMWORK  YIELDS UNBELIEVABLE  ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
A Caring for America Project 

By: Geri Becker, Caring for America Committee Member 

What a worthy cause and what fun to participate. 
Below are two great articles about the recent Coupon Clipping òpartyó. 


